Condensation of 3-aIkoxyphthalimidopentane 2,4-dione 5a-c, 3-alkoxyaminopentane 2,4-dione salts 7a-c, and 3-alkoxy 5(p-substituted aryl) biguanidinopentane 2,4-diones lOa-o with o-phenylenediamine in xylene gave the corresponding 3-alkoxyphthalimido 2,4-dimethyl (3H) 1,5-benzodiazepines 6a-c, 3-alkoxyamino 2,4-dimethyl (3H) 1,5-benzodiazepines 8a-c, 3-alkoxy (p-substituted aryl) biguanidino 2,4-dimethyl (3H) 1,5-benzodiazepines lla-o respectively.
Synthesis of 3-alkoxy-(substituted aryi)biguanidmo-4-methyl-2,3-dihydro (IH)-1,5-ben:odiazepine-2-ones and related compounds
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7a-c. Salts were isolated by two methods. In first method the filtrate was neutralised with a dilute solution of sodium carbonate and was extracted with ether. Dry hydrochloric acid gas was then passed through it to get white crystalline solid. In the second method, the solvent was evaporated under reduced pressure (at vaccume pump) on water bath. The residual solid was washed with petroleum ether (60-80). 3-Alkoxyaminopentane 2,4-dione salts 7a-c were treated with ^-substituted aryldicyandiamides to yield 3-alkoxy 5(p-substituted aryl) biguanidinopentane 2,4-diones lOa-o. Both the compounds 7a-c and lOa-o were condensed with phenylenedimine to yield 3-alkoxyamino 2,4-dimethyl (3H) 1,5-benzodiazepines 8a-c and 3-alkoxy (p-substituted aryl) biguanidino 2,4-dimethyl (3H) 1,5-benzodiazepines lla-o.
lla-o have also been synthesized by condensation of 8a-c with ^-substituted dicyandiamide 9a-e. 6a-c were also attempted for hydrolysis by either method but rearranged to benzimidazole derivatives amongst other products. Spectral and elemental analysis also confirm the compound formation.
Experimental
Melting points were determined in open capillaries and are uncorrected. IR spectra (KBr) were recorded on Perkin-Elmer 1800 (FTIR) and Jasco FTIR-410 spectrophotometer, 'h NMR spectra (CDCI3/CF3COOH) were recorded on a Bruker DRX 300 (300 MHz FT NMR) and Varian spectrometer (270 MHz) using TMS as internal standard and mass spectra were determined on a Jeol D-300 (EI) spectrometer. UV/VIS spectra were recorded on Jasco 
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